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Regulation 
Short-term 
Zoning Districts 
Parcel specific land use designations 
Predictable 
Implementation of goals/plans

Policy
Long-term
General Land Use Categories 
General Land Use Locations
Flexible
Foundation; declaration of goals

ZONING CODE MASTER PLAN

Differences between Master Plan and Zoning Code

Not a Zoning Map . . .
Community land use plans represent the preferences of the local residents and express 
“how” and “where” development should occur.  Comprehensive planning results in a 
statement of the goals and objectives for the community while zoning is the regulation of 
land use to meet those goals.

Land Use Plan Map – a snapshot of the County’s preferred future mix of land uses. The 
Land Use Plan Map shows what the County prefers – the map guides land use decisions 
over the life of the Plan.

Zoning Map – a regulatory map for the immediate future. The zoning map shows what land 
use the community has already decided to allow.
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